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What is claimed is: 

L A method for as^gning domain names on a wide area network to a client by a 
provider operating a provider coritouter, wherein the domain name is defined by a plurality of 
name level components including a provider component and a client component, comprising: 
selecting a provider component of the domain name by the client, wherein the 
provider component is defined by the provider; 

selecting a client component of the domain name, wherein the client component 
is selected by the client; 

submitting the proposed name\to the provider computer, wherein the proposed 
domain name is a combination of the pluralityW the selected components, wherein the domain 
name is configured such that the client component is followed by the provider component; and 
determining whether the proposed iiame is to be assigned to the client. 

2. A method for assigning domain names as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

verifying the availability of aWoposed domain name by the provider computer. 



3. A method for assigning domain names as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
provider component comprises a plurality of namp levels, wherein the plurality of name levels 
defined by the provider are greater than two. 



4. A method for assigning domain namefcjas^laimed in claim 1, wherein the client 
component comprises a plurality of name levels, whdffcin the plurality of name levels defined 
by the client are greater than two. 




5. A method for assigning domain names on\ wide area network to a client by a 
provider operating a provider computer, wherein the domain name is defined by a plurality of 
components including a thirdlevel component, a secondlevel\p omponent and a toplevel 
component, comprising: 
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selecting a secondlevel component and a toplevel component of the domain 
name, wherein the secondlevel \omponent and the toplevel component are defined by the 
provider computer; 

selecting a thirdleveicomponent of the domain name, wherein the thirdlevel 
component is selected by the client; 

verifying the availabilitV of a proposed domain name by the provider computer, 
wherein the proposed domain name is aycombination of the plurality of the selected 
components; and 

/ailable, assigning the proposed domain name 



if the proposed domain nan 



to the client. 
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6. A method as claimed in claim \, wherein the domain name is further defined by 
a fourthlevel component, further comprising: 

selecting a fourthlevel component of the domain name, wherein the fourthlevel 
component is selected by the client. 

A method as claimed in claim 5 further comprising: 
storing the proposed domain name in a\provider maintained register. 

8. A method for retrieving an assigned domain on a wide area network by a 
rovider computer, wherein theVssigned domain is referenced by an assigned domain name 
which is requested by a user, the domain name having a computer address being defined by a 
plurality of components including a\hirdlevel component, a secondlevel component and a 
toplevel component, the provider computer including a domain hosting system having a 
scheduler, a plurality of redirectors, a plurality of servers and a data storage apparatus, 
comprising: 

identifying the computer addrks of the assigned domain name requested by the 
user, wherein the computer address is determine^ by the secondlevel component and toplevel 
component of the domain name; 
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executing a parsing procedure, wherein the user requested domain name is 
translated to a provider definecksubdomain name and a client directory, wherein the provider 
defined subdomain name is partiVlly determined by the secondlevel and toplevel components of 
the assigned domain name and wnterein the client directory is partially determined by the 
thirdlevel component of the assigned domain name; 

identifying a second computer address, wherein the second computer address 
identifies the provider defined subdoimin name; and 

transmitting the data associated with the second computer address to the user. 



9. A domain management system including a provider defined data structure for 
use on a network system, the network system including a user computer and a provider 
computer coupled via the network system, wherein the user computer is capable of 
transmitting a domain request and the provider computer is capable of receiving the domain 
request, comprising: 

a name assignment system; and 

a hosting system, wherein the hosting system comprises a scheduler, a plurality 
of redirectors, a plurality of servers, and a data storage apparatus, wherein the redirectors 
includes a parsing mechanism, the parsing mechanism being capable of translating the domain 
request, which is transmitted by the user computer, to the provider defined data structure. 
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